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From the Superintendent: WHAT GOD WILL DO FOR YOU! 
 

You have probably heard someone say that, "Life is not fair" or that you never know what life will bring 
you. The fact is that life sometimes goes between extremes; from sadness to joy; from times of feeling 
confident to times of feeling insecure; from times of good health to times of pain; from times when 
God seems near, to times when you wonder why is God so far away from you; from triumph to 
disappointment; from success to failure. The reality is that we will always have problems in this life, and 
there is that fluctuation between all of these extremes.  

 
As children of God, we might think we are at the end of our rope, but we are never at the end of our hope. Because we 
know that: We might be pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We may be perplexed; but not driven 
to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. Through 
suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. (2 Cor. 
4:8-9) But for those who do not profess Jesus Christ as their Savior, they may wonder if anyone cares about them. Is there 
anyone with power who can do something for us? What about God? Does He have anything to offer us, and if He does, 
what can He do for us? We need to tell them that we know a God that can certainly do at least three things for them. 
 
The first one is that God will love you. This has been true since the time referred to in the words, "In the beginning God" 
and in the words, "God so Loved the world." We were created to return His love and to have fellowship with Him. We are 
the only creature with the ability to Love God and respond to Him. The same God that has loved us throughout history 
loves you today. When life fluctuates to that new low extreme, God loves you. When moments of hurt and insecurity 
come, remember that God loves you. When no one seems to care about you, remember that God loves you. When friends 
and family let you down, God loves you. When you are disappointed, frustrated, facing tragedy, death, and defeat, and 
when you have cried until your tears have dried up, remember that God loves you and you are not alone. But above all, 
when you need a Savior, remember that God loves you so much that He sent His Son to save you. 
 
The second thing that God will do for you is seek you out. God called Adam out from where he thought he was hiding. He 
sought out Moses while he hiding out in the dessert. He called Abraham out of his homeland. He found Paul on the 
Damascus Road. He called David from his sheep herding job. He woke Samuel up in the middle of the night. He went and 
found Jonah. And He called Elijah from his hiding place in a mountain. He does the same thing for us. God even took the 
initiative in sending His Son Jesus Christ to seek and to save that which was lost. When life is confusing, depressing, 
disappointing, insecure, and when you are down in the valley, far from the mountaintop, God comes to you, seeking you 
out. But God also comes to you in the good times and reminds you of your responsibility to share, to serve Him and to 
support His kingdom. God's presence is always there, seeking us out. We simply have to open up and receive what He has 
to offer. 
 
The third thing God will do for you is take care of you. You can belong to God and He takes care of you. If you will let Him, 
He will take care of you in times of trouble, when life is difficult, God will take care of you. He may not change the 
circumstances you are in, but He will keep them from defeating you and destroying you. He will give you the power to live 
within them and He will be with you every step of the way. 
 
That's what God has to offer you in the midst of the fluctuations of life, in the midst of a crazy, strange, confusing world. 
He will love you, He will seek you out, and He will take care of you!                                 
 
                                                              By: Rev. Jerome Nelson 
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Christ Covenant Church Celebrates Important Milestones 

 
It was a little over a year ago that two Covenant congregations in Villa Park, Illinois decided that they would enter 
into a transition leading to merger.  ECC of Villa Park and Parkwood Covenant Church have existed in the same 
town for over a decade.  As Covenant churches they knew of each other, worked together on several initiatives 
and shared worship on several occasions.   
 

They held a common Covenant identity yet important differences marked each congregation.  ECC Villa Park had 
been around over 40 years.  A largely white congregation with a long history, they were founded in the blue collar 
suburb during the tumultuous times which marked the late sixties and seventies.  The church had a loyal 
membership, known for a more traditional worship style and recently found itself aging and in decline. In contrast, 
Parkwood CC began in the mid-nineties from a collective purpose of reaching second generation Asian Americans 
who were looking for new avenues of ministry.  Parkwood had strong and skillful leadership, a contemporary 
worship style and began with a promise of a wide reaching metropolitan vision.  Parkwood had its struggles as 
well, working through several pastoral transitions. 

 

A couple years ago, both congregations, faced with new challenges, opened up the conversation to see “what the 
Spirit was saying” relating to the possibilities of a merge.  Seemed like a long shot to say the least.  Age 
differences, ethnic differences, different styles of worship all seemed to make the possibilities increasingly 
complex.  But, after several months of dating (joint conversations around several key aspects of church life) they 
decided to move forward into a transition to merge.  The name was changed to Christ Covenant Church of Villa 
Park. 

 

Reverend Ken Johnson, pastor of Villa Park was asked to be the transition pastor for the year.  That transition 
ended on the 1st of May when Ken was installed by Superintendent Jerome Nelson as the Lead Pastor of Christ 
Covenant Church.  There was also a commissioning liturgy for the congregation which officially pronounced these 
congregations merged into Christ Covenant Church.  “This is like a marriage ceremony,” declared Pastor Ken.  
Proclaiming the end of the transition establishes Christ Covenant Church as it looks forward into new avenues of 
ministry and creation of a new identity. Pastor Ken mentioned that in the past announcing the children’s sermon, 
“there would be a couple of kids come forward.  Now there are several dozen.”  Some changes come slow but this 
was immediate.  “It just brings a new energy.” 

 

Christ Covenant Church of Villa Park begins assessing how to best leverage their identity as a Christian community 
as they seek to share the gospel in their neighborhood and beyond.   

 

                                                             By: Rev. Peter Sjoblom  
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Part 7: We are a relational conference.  
Jen Zerby is the Senior Pastor of Hillcrest Covenant Church in DeKalb, IL. 

Be honest; have you ever glanced out your window and noticed door-to-door salesmen or 

particular religious groups coming towards your door, and you decided to pretend that you 

weren’t home? (I cannot be the only one?) I’m not suggesting that God can’t use any 

number of methods by which to draw people to Himself. What I am suggesting is that it is 

our human nature to find it intrusive when a stranger tries to speak into our lives or 

influence us. Why? Because that kind of influence is typically reserved for those with 

whom we are in relationship.  

 

Since the mid-eighties, the Barna Group has specialized in research that is geared 

towards supporting and helping the larger Church. Every so often, a Barna research article will appear online and 

by way of social media, it will circulate for some time. Periodically, one is bound to come across an article that 

talks about why this group or that generation is leaving the Church, or “The Six Reasons that [fill in group name] 

stays in the church.” Given society’s curiosity about whatever generation is newest and therefore least known or 

understood, these articles are usually focused on younger folks. Regardless of the age or particular group that a 

given article focuses on, however, there is always one piece that seems to remain consistent: People stay in the 

Church when they have meaningful relationships. People leave the Church when they don’t.   

 

From the very beginning, we were created to be in relationship—both with God and with one another. The only 

mention of God deeming something not good in the entire creation narrative happens as God looks upon Adam in 

his loneliness and deems it not good for man to be alone. The Medical field, Psychology and Science have all 

come to similar findings—that we cannot thrive as human beings apart from relationship.  Despite the 

independent, every-person-for- themselves culture in which we currently live, we cannot succeed in this life without 

meaningful relationship.  

 

In large part because of its location, the Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church has existed as a 

relational entity since the very beginning of our denomination. The very roots of our denomination are as a 

gathered body who called themselves Mission Friends, and one of their defining characteristics was their warm 

fellowship with one another. As the denomination grew and spread out across the United States and Canada, they 

eventually organized themselves into Conferences. The purpose of Conferences? To further the mission in each 

particular area by meeting the needs of those around them. In other words, even as the denomination grew in 

number, they knew that a vital aspect of church growth was found in relationship, and so they continued to 

structure the denomination and its churches with relationship in mind.  

 

The Central Conference finds its roots in relationship and we continue to foster that central characteristic to this 

day. Our relational nature is fostered through our annual meetings as well as in our individual church worship 

gatherings. It is why you will see men’s and women’s retreats offered to our Conference churches. It is why our 

pastors gather within their districts or all together for retreats. It is relationship that drives us to participate in 

collaborative efforts like the North Side Youth Collision or Church Planters gatherings. It is why we work so closely 

with our two Conference camps—Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point.  



 

Somewhat in jest, our Annual Meetings or retreats are often referred to as family reunions and while we never 

want to be seen as an exclusive group, there is something uniquely profound about a Conference as large as ours 

having that kind of a feel to it. We value relationships and see them as a gift, as a privilege and as a necessary 

aspect of our faith journey and therefore our churches. We are, without question, a relational Conference.  

 

 

Bible Study:  

Acts 2:42-47; John 21:15-19 

 

In Eugene Peterson’s bible translation, The Message, he translates the words from John 1:14 this way: “The Word 

became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” They are the words that speak of the incarnation of 

our God. These words paint the picture of a God who loved us so profoundly, that God came as one of us, to live 

as one of us, that we would exist in a tangible relationship with God.  

 

Nearly every single moment with Jesus that we find in scripture could be tagged as a model for relationship. The 

people with whom Jesus chose to surround himself; the inclusivity with which Jesus lived and ministered; the ways 

in which he trained his disciples—each of these things points us to the importance that Jesus placed on 

relationships.  

 

Acts 2:42-47 is titled The Fellowship of Believers and it speaks to the very beginnings of the Church. It didn’t start 

with a building fund and a system of boards and committees. It began with relationship—with people gathering on 

a regular basis, sharing what they have with one another and making sure that everyone had everything that they 

needed. To know what another’s needs are, they would have to exist in relationship. The very Church of Christ 

began in, with and through relationship. 

 

The text in John 21 is often titled Jesus Reinstates Peter and it’s the image of a post-resurrection Jesus talking 

with the very same Peter who betrayed him. As Jesus questioned whether or not Peter loved him, Peter grew 

more and more frustrated. We live in a culture today where we have to prove ourselves and earn the trust of other 

people. So were we to write this script, I’d imagine we’d have Peter begging for forgiveness and then if he’s lucky, 

we’d put him in probation until he can earn his trust back. And yet how did Jesus tell Peter that he could prove his 

love for Jesus?  “Feed my Sheep.” Or in other words, “love and take care of my people, Peter.” Our love for God is 

lived out in relationship with God’s people. 

 

Questions: 

 

1. Looking back on your own journey of faith thus far, who were the people who influenced your spirituality? 

How did they draw you closer to Christ? 

2. What are some of the similarities between your current church and the fellowship of believers pictured in 

Acts 2? What are some of the major differences?  

3. How would you describe the relationships in your current church?  

4. Of all of the tasks that Jesus could have given Peter as he charged Peter with building the Church, why do 

you think feeding his sheep was his primary responsibility, and what does it look like today to “feed God’s 

sheep?”  

5. Jesus “became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.” If we were to use that kind of mentality 

in our particular neighborhoods, how would that change the relationships that we have with our 

community? 

6. In our current culture, what prevents us from building the kind of relationships that we saw in the life and 

ministry of Jesus? Who do we tend to include or exclude? 

7. What things to do we tend to put above relationships in the church? Why?  
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Covenant Children's Ministry 

 

The Covenant Children's Ministry Board, formerly the 

Covenant Children's Home and Family Services, is receiving 

applications from post high school college or trade school 

students who qualify.  Guideline and application forms can be 

downloaded from the Covenant Children's Ministry website... www.ccmprinceton.org. 
 

Deadline for receipt of applications in our Princeton, IL office is June 10th. 

  

                                                                                                             By: Paul Bengtson 

http://ccmprinceton.org/

