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 April 2015  
 
 

From the Superintendent: IN THE PURSUIT OF PEACE 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the church in Ephesus. One of the purposes was to bring to 
their attention the fact that he knew that within the church there was the absence of real, 
genuine and authentic peace. There was a division in the church -- a division which ran along 
the lines of Jews and Gentiles. The Jews were the upper class; the Gentiles were the 
intruders. The Jews were the circumcised; the Gentiles were the uncircumcised. The Jews had 
been there a long time; the Gentiles have just gained entrance. The Jews understood the 
impact and the importance of the ceremonial law; the Gentiles were babes, just learning this 
new religion. As a result, there was something in that community which created a sense of 

strife and, to be sure, created or caused the absence of peace.  

 

You might know that the temple at Jerusalem was a temple that was divided. It was not simply divided spiritually, 
but it was also divided physically. The temple had all kind of classes of people. The Jews could only go so far, and 
then there was a wall. Beyond that wall, sat the women. And, beyond that wall sat the Gentiles.  

  

The Wall created division. The wall created strife. The wall meant separation. The wall divided husbands from wives. 
The wall divided men from women. The wall divided Jews from Gentiles, and therefore there was no authentic 
peace. 

 

I'm sure that when the decision was made on infant baptism, an invisible wall was built. But then, there was at least 
the pretense of peace. I'm sure that when it was decided to change from Swedish speaking services to English 
speaking services, an invisible wall was built. But then there was at least the pretense of peace. I'm sure that when 
the decision was made to ordain women, an invisible wall was built. But now there is some peace. In all these cases 
an invisible wall was built and many are still standing, but there has been the semblance of peace. I know that when 
the Covenant's position on the human sexuality issue was decided, another invisible wall was built and still stands, 
but there has been a pretense of peace, until recently.  

 

Now we are in the middle of having the Covenant's position on the issue of Human Sexuality being debated. Another 
invisible wall is being built and once again there is an absence of real, genuine and authentic peace. Factions are 
being created. Some brothers and sisters are at odds with one another.  

 

In actuality, we have been disagreeing for quite some time and we have always stayed together even though many 
of the walls are still up. But I'm wondering if for one more time we can agree to disagree and pursue this time, real, 
genuine and authentic peace in such a way that actually fosters our capacity to witness to the gospel of Christ 

Jesus?                 
                                                                                              By: Rev. Jerome Nelson 
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April 2015 
 

Central Conference Annual Meeting: Start & Strengthen Churches 
 

The 2015 Central Conference Annual Meeting will take place at Batavia Covenant 
Church in Batavia, IL on April 23-25, 2015.  

 

Credentialed pastors and all other ministers are invited to register and participate at 
the Ministerial Association's Annual Meeting on Thursday, April 23rd to Friday, April 
24th. As a member of the Ministerial Association, you'll have a chance to vote at the 
business session, attend the continuing education with Dr. Klyne Snodgrass, a 
professor at North Park Theological Seminary, and hear testimonies from the 
Commissioning and Ordination Candidates and fellowship. 

 

Pastors, spouses, delegates, lay leaders, and others are welcome to register and 
attend the Central Conference Annual Meeting on April 24-25.  

 

Throughout the Central Conference Annual Meeting, attendees will be challenged to consider ways by which we 
can create a church planting movement in the Central Conference. Central Conference Annual Meeting 
registered attendees are invited to join the Ministerial Annual Meeting attendees to hear the testimonies of the 
candidates for ordination on that Friday morning.  

 

We extend a special invitation to come and worship with us at the Friday evening 
worship service. Come and celebrate our common ministry together. God is doing 
great things through our work together in the Central Conference and I am asking 
you to please join us in celebrating all God is doing. You don't have to register to 
come; all are invited to this service. 

 

Our guest preacher is Rev. Efrem Smith, an ordained Covenant pastor. Rev. Smith 
is currently serving as President & CEO of World Impact. World Impact is a 
national Christian missions organization committed to facilitating church-planting 
movements by evangelizing, equipping and empowering the unchurched urban poor.  

 

Mark your calendars and if you have not selected a delegate to represent your church, please consider sending 
someone to represent your church at this year's Annual meeting.  

 

Go the www.centralconf.org to view Central Conference Annual Meeting's details such as the Annual Meeting's 
schedule for the Ministerial Association and the Central Conference, Central Conference's Breakout Sessions, 
Registration fee and form, Online Registration, Registration Material, Hotel information and more...  

 

Message to the Delegates:  Please provide registration with church chair’s sign to indicate that you're an elected 
delegate of the church. Please scan and email to info@centralconf.org or mail original to the Central Conference 
office. You're welcome to attend the New Delegate Orientation that will take place on Friday, April 24 at 11 am.  

 

Note: Both registration form and payment MUST be submitted by April 13th to avoid paying a late fee.  

A late fee of $15 is applied if registration is made on or after April 14th. 
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April 2015
 

Sojourner Covenant Church – Evanston, IL 
 

                                

On Sunday, March 22, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. Sojourner Covenant Church and Jennifer Gillan marked a new beginning, 

where she was installed as the senior pastor.  Sojourner's core values are "Creating community, fostering faith, 

pursing peace and justice in their neighborhood and the world."  

They worshipped together, alongside friends, colleagues and family.  Pastor Jen's husband, Cooper, their parents, 

sisters and brothers were all in attendance for this celebration.  Pastor Jen stated, "They bore witness to God's 

provision in bringing them together.  Her and the congregation made commitments to one another, as they seek 

God's help in their shared ministry at Sojourner."  Superintendent, Rev. Jerome Nelson, painted a picture of 

"Mutual Ministry” in his homily based on Ephesians 4:11-16.  Melanie Myatt, the church chair said, "Pastor Jen is a 

real blessing and they are so glad she is there.  Her presence has already made a huge impact in the life of the 

church.  And they are thanking God for her."  Melanie Myatt and Kevin Jordan, associate pastor both took part in 

the service.  

They celebrated God's goodness and faithfulness at the Table through the sacrament of Holy Communion.  There 
was a wonderful cake reception immediately following the service.  Indeed, they are thankful for God's grace, that 
they all depend on, as they move forward in this exciting new journey!  Thanks be to God. 

 
                                                                               By: Joanne Nelson & Rev. Jennifer Gillan 
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April 2015
 

Newest Conference Church Plant 
 

                       
 

On Sunday, March 22, Kingdom Covenant Church held its first large gathering event at 

Oakdale Covenant Church in Chicago. Rev. David Washington, a graduate of North Park 

Theological Seminary and the Assistant Pastor at Oakdale, and his wife Vernee have long felt 

God's call to plant a church in Roseland / West Pullman neighborhood of Chicago. Despite the 

many challenges, the under-resourced neighborhoods face, Rev. Washington sees many 

instances of God's provision and power at work. After a lengthy assessment process, Rev. 

Washington and his growing Launch Team are now in the process of planning, team-building, 

fundraising, and neighborhood ministry. Please keep this new church plant in your prayers. To 

learn how your church can partner with Kingdom Covenant Church or another one of our 

church plants, please email David Swanson, the Director of Church Planting for the 

conference.   

 

                                              By: Rev. David Swanson  
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April 2015
 

Grant Writing Workshop 
 

Over 45 members from 21 churches attended the Grant Writing Workshops offered by the Compassion Mercy 
and Justice Commission during February and March.  New Zion Christian Covenant in Dolton, Fellowship Christian 
Church, Oak Park and the Central Conference hosted these very informative workshops led by Facilitator Garrett 
Horne.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Participants received insight on 
how to set up a 501c3, how to 
select an executive board, the 
types of funding available to 
non profits, sustainability and 
the resources needed to finally 
write a grant. 
 

 
Participants requested several types of 
follow-up workshops on grant 
writing.  Plans are underway to offer 
specific workshop topics in the fall such 
as, building your board and when to 
partner with another organization to offer 
services. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you were unable to attend the workshops and 
are interested in obtaining the material, contact 
the Central Conference Office. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          By: Rev. Debbie Griffith Samuels 
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April 2015 
 
 
 

Spiritual Retreat 
 

 
On March 21st, Rev. Steve Burger facilitated a 
Spiritual Retreat hosted at Fellowship Christian 
Church in Oak Park.  With 19 attendees present 
from Vida Plena, Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Broadview Baptist Church, Fellowship Christian 
Church, Mars Hill and Jordan Temple, Steve offered 
prayers and Scriptures then a series of questions 
that allowed participants to go deeper into those 
areas of their lives that have caused pain or 
anguish.  The result was a deep pouring out and 
empting....then feeling the presence of God, then 
tears.  What an awesome Retreat, shared Kianna 
from Broadview Baptist.  "I didn't know what to 
expect from this retreat but, I got what I 
needed!"   Steve is available to offer these Spiritual 
Retreats to all churches, just Covenant Offices to 
schedule a retreat for your church.  

 
 
                                                                       By: Rev. Debbie Griffith Samuels  
 

 

 


